
 

 
 

 
 
Mr. Ben Larson 
Compliance Division 
Office of Transportation and Air Quality (MC-6405A) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
202-343-9565 
Larson.ben@epa.gov 
 
January 9, 2015 
 
Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request FRL-9920-28-OARResponse via Electronic Mail Only 
 
Dear Mr. Larson, 

Please be advised, Renewable Products Marketing Group (RPMG) is a renewable fuel and co-products marketing 
company owned by and marketing for the benefit of ethanol producers.  We are further a company directly regulated 
under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS2).  To this end, we also serve as associated agents submitting confidential 
business information on behalf of each of our producers in the EPA Moderated Transaction System (EMTS) and Central 
Data Exchange (CDX).  We are submitting our comments to you today on behalf of ourselves and each of our members 
and marketing partner production facilities as listed below. 

Below, please find the comments RPMG wishes to submit in response to the Freedom of Information Act Request made 
in Federal Register Notice 9920-28-OAR for Submitted Reports and Transactional Information Reporting under the 
Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) program between January 1, 2011 and November 2014.  If you have additional 
questions, compliance staff from our office can be reached at 952-465-3220.  Our records indicate this response is being 
submitted by the expressed deadline of January 9, 2015. 

RPMG, Inc. and Producer Marketing Partner Responses: 

1. RPMG requests that the information be maintained as confidential permanently. 
2. Regardless of if EPA feels the information submitted becomes stale, this information is still considered to be of 

value to RPMG, especially for any length of time the company is required to maintain documentation supporting 
the submission. 

3. RPMG has ensured this information claimed as confidential remains as such by not disclosing it to any party 
other than a government body or someone who is bound by an agreement not to disclose the information 
further.  RPMG intends to continue this practice of non-disclosure. 

4. The information requested by this FOIA is not contained in any publicly available material, databases, 
promotional publications, annual financial reports or articles.   

5. This information is not obtainable or accessible to any member of the public. 
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6. Any government body has not made, or been requested to make, a determination as to the confidentiality of 
the information. 

7. Release of the requested Renewable Volume Obligations for RPMG and our Producer Marketing Partners is 
likely to cause substantial harm to the companies’ competitive position by disclosing to industry competition 
certain business activities and commodity dealings for which they would not otherwise have knowledge.  
Furthermore, release of this specific data could cause significant economic hardships to RPMG and our Producer 
Marketing Partners. 

8. The information is submitted on a mandatory basis.  All EPA Renewable Fuel Standard reporting is mandated by 
the program regulations. 

9. Disclosure of the information would not lessen the availability to the EPA of similar information in the future as 
it is mandatory reporting information under the program regulations. 

10. The requested information is not considered to be trade secret. 
11. It is the strong belief of RPMG and our Producer Marketing Partners that these types of mandated reporting 

data should remain confidential and that disclosing this information publically will cause more harm to reporting 
entities than it will provide benefit to the parties requesting the information. 

Best Regards, 
 
Jessica W. Hoffmann 
Regulatory and Compliance Manager 
RPMG, Inc. 
 
Paula Rheault 
Chief Financial Officer 
RPMG, Inc. 
 
Randal J. Doyal 
Chief Executive Officer 
Al-Corn Clean Fuel 
 
Rick Schwarck 
CEO & President 
Absolute Energy LLC 
 
Leo Fischer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Buffalo Lake Advanced Biofuels, LLC 
 
Dana Persson 
General Manager 
Central MN Ethanol Co-op 
 
Debra J. Mennis 
Administrative and Finance Manager 
Chippewa Valley Ethanol Company LLLP 
 
Robbi Buchholtz 
Chief Financial Officer 
Dakota Ethanol LLC 



 
Christy Marchand 
Chief Financial Officer 
Golden Grain Energy LLC 
 
Joel A. Stone 
President  
Green Biologics, Inc. 
 
Mike Jerke 
Chief Executive Officer 
Guardian Energy LLC 
Guardian Lima, LLC 
Hankinson Renewable Energy LLC  
 
Scott Blumhoefer 
Vice President 
Heartland Corn Products 
 
Brian Kletscher 
Chief Executive Officer 
Highwater Ethanol, LLC 
 
Stan Wubbena 
Commodities Manager 
Homeland Energy Solutions LLC 
 
Andy Bulloch 
Treasurer 
ICM Biofuels, LLC 
 
Shana Dahlgren 
Chief Financial Officer 
KAAPA Ethanol LLC 
 
Steve Roe 
President 
LSCP LLLP D/B/A LITTLE SIOUX CORN PROCESSORS 
 
Art Madden 
Chief Financial Officer 
Mid-Missouri Energy, LLC 
 
Jodi Johnson 
Chief Financial Officer 
Red Trail Energy 
 
Carol Tjiong 
Vice President 
White Energy, Inc. 


